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A landmark Washougal building 
which began as a private residence is 
now open to the public as a 
commerical venture recapturing 
some of that feeling of the earlier era. 

Country Connection, a collection 
of businesses begun by a group of 
Camas and Washougal women, is the 
latest chapter in the story of the old 
house at 54 Second Street. Before 
then, it had served as offices for the 
Port of Camas- Washougal, until that 
agency moved to new quarters last 
summer. 

But former Camas resident Malka 
Bestel remembers it as the house her 
father built during a “boom time” for 
Crown Zeflerbach in 1937. The 
building reflects the economy, with 
woodwork of Philippine mahagony, a 
sweeping veranda overlooking the 
river, and a music room for Malka, 
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who studied voice in Milan, Italy 
after graduation from high school. 

house was designed by 
Malka’s father, Crown engineer 
Joseph J. Moravec, and Malka her- 
self remembers adding such touches 
as the corner windows found in the 
upstairs, eastside room. “Corner 
windows were unknown then,” she 
explained, “and the builder said it 
was impossible,” but Malka won out 
and captured a view of the river that 
few modern homes . 

Malka said when her father bought 
the riverfront property, he carefully 
studied the river readings back to 
their start in 1880. He built the house 
on the highest ground and in the 
flood of 1948, it remained safe on an 
island while Malka’s family rowed 
back and forth to Oak Park. 

A second safety feature, never 
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The four women who, over the 
Summer, have opened shops in the 
various rooms have managed to turn 
back the pages to a slower pace and 
more elegant time in the riverside 
showplace. 


Sprigged wallpaper covers the 
walls, gathered curtains frame the 
niver vistas, and the mahogany 
woodwork is complemented by 
colors of cream and gold. Every piece 
of fabric and wallpaper was carefully 
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considered when the house was built 
in peacetime, is the light 
entrance hall, Ba) 

“During World War Il it was 
Necessary to have complete blackouts 
at night Consequently people had to 
sit in the dark because even a chink 
of light through a window blind 
could be seen and there were patrols 
throughout the Northwest checking 
on security,” Malka explained. 

“Well, we had it made in the house 
at 54 Port Street. The entry hall 
was large enough to accommodate a 
couch, chairs, table and radio. Thus 
when we closed all doors — to the 
back hall, the kitchen, the living 
room, the main entrance door which 
had no window, the guest closet door 
and the music room door — we wert 
comfortable in a light-proof space 
with all the conveniences of a living 
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Malka Bestel remembers it as home. 
Antiques, gifts, specialties now 
fill every room 
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room. 
Such a scene, with the family 
gathered around the radio listening to 
the latest war news, is hard to 
visualize today with light streaming 
through the windows and shoppers 
— not patrols — coming through the 
front door. 

More ghostlike still is the story of 
lost gold somewhere on the property. 

Malka says the land at Parker's 
Landing used to hold two tumbled 
down shacks with an accompanying 
legend that a trapper living there had 
strung wires across the ground to 
protect his fortune in gold. Malka 
remembers coming across some wires 
when the house was excavated with a 
horse and scoop. 

Then an_ 1843 penny was 
uncovered by Malka’s son, Dan, who 
grew up in the house on Port Street. 


That penny, bigger in size than a 
current 50 cent piece, is all that was 
found of the trapper’s buried 
treasure, Malka says. 

Dan and Malka herself are now 
both Wyoming residents. Malka calls 
herself “semi-retired” but says she's 
been substitute-teaching at schools in 
her hometown of Moorecroft. She 
traveled last spring to Israel, Athens 
and Rome and said her plane touched 
down briefly in Milan, where she'd 
spent a year and a half as a teenager 
studying under Maestro Parola. 


“You'd be surprised at the pull that 
was urging me to go into the city, 
she recalls. 


Travels this fall include a return to ¢* 


Clark County, where she still has 


many friends. , 


jal transport of the huge home 
ToD a renovation project this 


customers to see a particular sty 
ing it. 
Peegny has ed the rooms wih 


year and a half ago at a 
Saried wn Washougal E 


her drapery and 

i across {Wo 

rooms, and has an alcove 

eral to hold the umpteen million 
wallpaper books she also offers. 


Lie lining 


content (o stay indoors, Virginia 
works outside in the summer with 
Jandscape architecture, She is already 
looking forward to having the house 
moyed toa ah she will create, 
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in basketweaving. 

All Gf ee separate shops, 
managed by their energetic creators, 
come legit behind the front door 
of “Country Connection,” One can 
find them all there, filled with much 
to admire, under the sign at the big 
white house by the river. 
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STANDING AT THE DOOR to their business enterprise 
are Kathy and Fonda Hadley, the mother-daughter team 
handling antiques, gifts. 
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